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“THE ARMOUR OF LIGHT”
Tom L. Bright

INTRODUCTION1

This is one among many lessons in this lectureship designed to
encourage us, and to remind us how, to “walk in the light” (1 Jn. 1:7).
The title of this chapter is taken from Paul’s exhortation to the Roman
Christians wherein he encouraged them to “cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light” (Rom. 13:12).

Based upon the lectureship’s theme, a great deal will be said in
these lessons about the words “light” and “darkness.” On occasions,
Inspiration used these words figuratively to direct our attention to that
which is pleasing, or as the case may be, displeasing to God. The Bible
uses the word “light” in reference to that which is good, righteous,
pure, and holy. The Holy Spirit also used the word “darkness” to
identify that which is evil, unrighteous, impure, and unholy.

A classic example of the figurative use of the two words to
distinguish between good and evil is seen in John’s first epistle. He
wrote: “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 Jn. 1:6-7). Without
doubt, no person reading this passage would think John is writing of
daylight and nighttime. When one walks “in the light,” he is pleasing
to God. When one walks “in darkness,” the opposite is true.

Jesus informed Saul of Tarsus that one aspect of the mission He
had for him was: “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified
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by faith that is in me” (Acts 26:18). Here darkness is equal to the power
of Satan, and light is parallel to the words unto God.

Peter used the two words in the same way when he wrote: “But ye
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Pet. 2:9). Through the
Gospel, they were called out of the spiritual darkness of all that is
opposed to “the right ways of the Lord” (Acts 13:10). The phrase, “his
marvellous light,” points us to Jesus’ statement: “I am come a light into
the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in dark-
ness” (Jn. 12:46). Thus, there can be no doubt relative to Peter’s
statement.

John, “the apostle of love,” said:

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made
manifest, that they are wrought in God (Jn. 3:19-21).

We see then, in this lectureship the two words will be used figuratively
to suggest that which God approves or that which is unacceptable to
Him.

LET US CAST OFF ... LET US PUT ON

In our text, Paul said: “The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let
us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour
of light” (Rom. 13:12). We are to cast off the “works of darkness.”
When we have done this, the job is only half done. We are to put on
“the armour of light.” That area of our affections which the works of
darkness once occupied is not to be left unattended. We are to add in
its place the armour of light.

Works Of Darkness

The works of darkness are those works which emanate from those
dominated by that which is comprehended in the word “darkness.” It
is “the world” which we are not to love (1 Jn. 2:15-17). It is the one in
whom the concept of being “filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18) has no
place. This is the opposite of the one who has the Word of Christ
dwelling in him richly (Col. 3:16). Collectively, these are not “follow-
ers of God, as dear children” (Eph. 5:1).
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According to the next verse (Rom. 13:13), the infamous “works of
darkness” are six in number. Paul lists them as rioting, drunkenness,
chambering, wantonness, strife, and envying. Surely none would argue
that these six sins comprise the totality of the “works of darkness.”

The fact is, five of the original words Paul used here are also found
in that nefarious list he identified as the “works of the flesh” (Gal. 5:19-
21). The original words rendered “rioting,” “wantonness,” “strife,” and
“envying” in our text are translated “revelling,” “lasciviousness,”
“variance,” and “emulations” respectively, in Galatians 5:19-21. The
same word is rendered “drunkenness” in both lists, while the word
translated “chambering” in our text is not found in the Galatians list.

The reader should remember that Paul concluded his “works of the
flesh” list with the words, “and such like.” Thus, the word translated
“chambering” would be categorized under the heading of fornication,
thus a part of this despicable group.

Therefore, in encouraging his readers to “cast off the works of
darkness,” Paul told them to rid themselves of those “works of the
flesh,” which entangle one’s soul, prevent Christian growth, and will
ultimately lead to eternal destruction.

The Armour Of Light

Paul tells us what we are to use to fill the void left in our affections
when we cast off the “works of darkness.” He encourages us to take
those weapons made available by Him Who is the Light.

Here, Paul’s words remind us of his short, yet stately and imposing,
treatise on “the whole armour of God” (Eph. 6:10-17). When one
grasps the fact we are at war with the evil machinations of Satan, with
all his deceit of unrighteousness, he appreciates even more the appeal
of this battle-scarred veteran of the cross to put on God’s armor.

It is not uncommon for Paul to write of the Christian’s life and
service to Christ in military terms (2 Cor. 10:4; 1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 2:3;
4:7). However, the war in which we find ourselves is totally different
from the carnal wars man has waged throughout history. Isaiah
prophesied of this different nature of warfare more than seven hundred
years before Christ. In his prophecy of the coming kingdom of heaven,
which is the New Testament church, he wrote: “And he shall judge
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks:
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
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any more” (Isa. 2:4). This passage does not, in any sense of the word,
predict a millennial reign of Christ, as per the false and ungodly
doctrine of premillennialism. Rather, it focuses upon the nature of the
warfare which would be waged. This same prophet said: “For thus saith
the Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory
of the Gentiles like a flowing stream: then shall ye suck, ye shall be
borne upon her sides, and be dandled upon her knees” (Isa. 66:12).

The soldiers of Christ will not hear the beating of drums, witness
massive troop movements for the advantage of surprise, nor engage the
enemy with arrows, spears, or swords. They will be immersed in a
totally different type of war, a war which demands a change in strategy,
tactics, and weapons. Paul said:

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:
(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to
the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:3-5).

This warfare is not imperialist in nature, that is, our goal is not to make
territorial acquisitions. God’s people fight to win the hearts of men, and
to present ourselves holy and acceptable at the feet of Him Who is over
all.

THE ARMOUR OF GOD

In the closing verses of the Ephesian letter, Paul encourages his
readers to “be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might” (Eph.
6:10). He then instructs them how to do such, writing: “Put on the
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil” (v. 11). The armor of God refers to that which God has
provided for his soldiers (saints) so they might withstand and stand. All
of the armor God provides is needed. Donning only a portion of God’s
armor leaves one in the unenviable position of lacking the needed
weapons to successfully fight the spiritual warfare in which we find
ourselves. Since all of the items listed by Paul in this passage are
crucial, let us look more closely at them.

The whole of God’s armor is needed so we “may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). The word “wiles” is most
interesting. About it, Thayer says: “1. to follow up or investigate by
method and settled plan; 2. to follow craftily, frame devices, deceive ...
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cunning arts, deceit, craft, trickery.”2 Dealing with the word “wiles,”
Cremer informs:

... the following or pursuing of orderly and technical procedure
in the handling of a subject; ‘methodeuo,’ to go systematically
to work, to do or pursue something methodically and according
to the rules of art ... overreaching, cunning, trickery world., as it
appears only in Eph. iv.14, vi.11.3

Vincent states the original word “means a deliberate planning or
system.”4 It is thought provoking when we understand our English
word “method” comes from the same root word. These definitions set
forth a principle that is sometimes overlooked in our studies of the
“Christian Armor.” Simply stated, they all affirm that Satan thinks,
plans, schemes, and devises. In short, our archenemy has intelligence.
With purpose and aforethought, he lays out strategies and plans in his
desire to lead us astray. The Bible does not give credence to the kind of
“devil” conjured up by man in order to scare children. There is a devil.
He is real. He wants our souls, and he schemes to have his way.

In Ephesians 6:11, Paul pronounces his agreement with a previous
point in this lesson, the nature of our warfare is different. Our wrestling
and our struggles are not against flesh and blood, “but against princi-
palities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Satan has his minions, his
puppets through which he works out his scandalous deeds. There is not
one place in all of our existence upon the earth wherein these wicked
pawns cannot be found. Thus, the injunction to take up all the armor
God provides for us, so we might stand and withstand in the evil day
(v. 13).

The power of Satan is very real and far reaching. However, he
cannot wield over us a power which is beyond our ability to resist. In
this, the apostle Paul is very firm. He wrote: “There hath no temptation
taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it”
(1 Cor. 10:13). The devil must be resisted “stedfast in the faith” (1 Pet.
5:9, cf. Jas. 4:7).

Any wise combatant will strive to know the strength and weak-
nesses of his adversary. It should be no different in the war being
waged for the souls of man today. Although Satan can use various
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nuances of the strategies he employs, Inspiration does inform us of his
tactics.

Paul told the Corinthians: “Lest Satan should get an advantage of
us: for we are not ignorant of his devices” (2 Cor. 2:11). Concerning
the word translated “devices,” Thayer observes: “1. a mental percep-
tion, thought. 2. spec. (an evil) purpose.”5 Let us look at some of these
devices, these mental perceptions, these evil purposes that our chief
adversary incorporates into his schemes to turn us away from the Truth.

Satan beguiles and uses subtilty (2 Cor. 11:3). He employs deceit
(Rev. 12:9; Heb. 3:12-13). Satan bewitches (Gal. 3:1), utilizes vanity
(2 Pet. 2:18; Eph. 4:17), and diabolical snares (1 Tim. 6:9; 2 Tim. 2:25-
26). When we add to all this the fact that Paul spoke of “the messenger
of Satan” (2 Cor. 12:7), we see that Satan has a wide array of weapons
in his arsenal. In order to combat this daunting foe, God has provided
us with that by which we can overcome. Let us look at the individual
items of “armour of God.”

Loins Girt About With Truth

The word “loins” has reference to the waist and hips. Barnes says:
“The ‘girdle’ seems sometimes to have been a cincture of iron or steel,
and designed to keep every part of the armor in its place, and to gird the
soldier on every side.”6 Rienecker adds:

The Roman soldiers wore one of at least three wide belts or
girdles. The breech-like leather apron worn to protect the lower
abdomen or the sword-belt which was buckled on together with
the sword as the decisive step in the process of preparing one’s
self for battle and the special belt or sash designating an officer
or high official.7

We can see the wisdom of the loins being gird with Truth, since the belt
which was worn served as a foundation to which other elements of the
armor were attached. “[T]he word of the truth of the gospel” (Col. 1:5)
is that which has been miraculously revealed, miraculously confirmed,
and which inspired penmen have written down for subsequent
generations. Thus, every succeeding generation can read and under-
stand the Truth.

Campbell wrote:

Often have I said, and often have I written, that truth, truth
eternal and divine, is now, and long has been with me the pearl
of great price. To her I will, with the blessing of God, sacrifice
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everything. But on no altar will I offer her a victim. If I have lost
sight of her, God who searcheth the hearts knows I have not
done it intentionally. With my whole heart I have sought the
truth, and I know that I have found it.8

We must be sure this describes our attitude toward God’s Truth.
It—and It alone—can save. Anything more than this is too much, and
anything less is not enough.

The Breastplate Of Righteousness

Barnes describes the “breastplate” as:

... the armor that covered the body from the neck to the thighs,
and consisted of two parts, one covering the front and the other
the back. It was made of rings, or in the form of scales, or of
plates, so fastened together that they, would be flexible, and yet
guard the body from a sword, spear, or arrow.9

Rienecker adds:

The word denotes a piece of armor that can mean everything that
was worn at different periods to protect the body between the
shoulders and the loins. The average Roman soldier wore a piece
of metal, but those who could afford it used the very best
available: a scale or chain mail that covered chest and hips.10

Based on these thoughts, we easily recognize the importance of this
part of the soldier’s armament. Just as this breastplate protected the
Roman soldier in times of conflict, so shall God’s bulwark of righ-
teousness protect us when trials and temptations beset us from all sides.

The word “righteousness,” according to Salmond, “is to be
understood as that of apposition or identity, as the breastplate which is
righteousness.”11 Bauer-Danker says: “The quality or characteristic of
upright behavior, uprightness, righteousness.”12 Clarke offers the
following incisive thoughts:

The word righteousness, dikaisune, we have often had occasion
to note, is a word of very extensive import: it signifies the
principle of righteousness; it signifies the practice of righteous-
ness, or living a holy life; it signifies God’s method of justifying
sinners; and it signifies justification itself. Here it may imply a
consciousness of justification through the blood of the cross; the
principle of righteousness or true holiness implanted in the heart;
and a holy life, a life regulated according to the testimonies of
God. As the breast-plate defends the heart and lungs, and all
those vital functionaries that are contained in what is called the
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region of the thorax; so this righteousness, this life of God in the
soul of man, defends every thing on which the man’s spiritual
existence depends.13

One is righteous because his sins have been forgiven. Being thus
decreed as “right with God,” the Christian must maintain that state of
“rightness with Jehovah.” When this becomes our aim, goal, and
purpose, we have taken up for ourselves this “breastplate of righteous-
ness.” Peter told his readers to resist the Devil “stedfast in the faith”
(1 Pet. 5:8-9). When we strive to “be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18),
by letting “the word of Christ dwell in” us richly (Col. 3:16), we have
donned our Christian armor.

Feet Shod With The Preparation Of The Gospel Of Peace

In Ephesians 6:15, Paul urged the Ephesian Christians to take to
themselves that state of preparedness which the Gospel of peace
provides. Some have suggested the apostle was telling his readers to
always be prepared to preach the Gospel of Christ. Undoubtedly, our
Lord wants us always ready to preach and teach the Word of God in all
of its purity. However, this concept does not touch on the overall theme
of this section, that is, of putting on the armor provided by God to
withstand the wiles of the devil and then to stand. However, if we look
at this as Paul encouraging a state of constant preparedness that comes
from the Gospel of peace, it agrees perfectly.

This agrees with many other passages which address the same
thought. Paul wrote: “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like
men, be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). He encouraged the Thessalonian
Christians: “Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch
and be sober” (1 Thess. 5:6). Peter told his readers: “Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8), and Paul admon-
ished: “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall” (1 Cor. 10:12).

In the upper room, before his arrest, Jesus said: “Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (Jn. 14:27). What
man could give this “unworldly” peace that Jesus mentions? No one
except the “only begotten Son” of God (Jn. 3:16). Isaiah said the Christ
would be called, among many things, “The Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6).
Peter told those of Cornelius’ household: “The word which God sent
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unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord
of all:)” (Acts 10:36). We need to realize, even though we are in a
constant war with evil, our message is one of peace. Even though it is
our responsibility to “live peaceably with all men” (Rom. 12:18), the
peace for which we contend is that for which all should strive to
gain—“peace with God” (Rom. 5:1). It is truly, “the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding” (Phil. 4:7).

When the heavenly host announced the birth of Jesus to the
shepherds, Luke records: “And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men” (Lk. 2:13-
14). The “peace” here is Gospel “peace.” Also, it is God’s “good will”
toward mankind in the person of Jesus Christ that is here contemplated.
No wonder the angels said: “Glory to God in the highest”!

 On one occasion, Jesus said: ”Blessed are the peacemakers: for
they shall be called the children of God” (Mt. 5:9). The “peacemaker”
here is the preacher of peace. It is not the one who works as an
intercessor between labor and management. It is the person who strives
to bring to his fellow man the only message existing which will result
in man being at peace with the Sovereign Ruler of the universe.

The Shield Of Faith

Paul writes: “Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” (Eph. 6:16)
The words “above all” do not imply that the shield of faith is more
important than the other items listed. Rather, it suggests that in addition
to the items already mentioned, one should also include the “shield of
faith.” A similar use of the two words is seen in Paul’s exhortation:
“And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of
perfectness” (Col. 3:14). “Charity” is a part of all that Paul encouraged
in that section of Scripture. However, it is not the most important item.
Paul is saying: “And above all these things put on charity.”

The “shield” here considered refers to “the great oblong shield, or
scutum, which covers the whole body.”14 Rienecker adds:

It refers to the large door-shaped shield in contrast to the small
round convex shield. The reference is to the Roman soldiers
scutum which had an iron frame and sometimes a metal boss in
the center at the front. Often the several layers of leather were
soaked in water before the battle in order to put out the incendi-
ary missiles of the enemy.15
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For the Christian, it is the “shield of faith.” The question here is:
“Does this refer to my personal faith or to that body of doctrine referred
to as ‘the faith’ (Ju. 3, Acts 6:7; Eph. 4:5)?” It is my conviction this
refers to the former, that is, the degree of faith a person possesses. The
depth of one’s faith determines the faithfulness of that person.

For instance, the Bible speaks of the different degrees of faith
which man can possess. Negatively speaking, one may have little faith
(Mt. 6:30), no faith (Mk. 4:40), vain faith (1 Cor. 15:17), or a ship-
wrecked faith (1 Tim. 1:19). In a positive way, Inspiration speaks of
great faith (Mt. 15:28), steadfast faith (Col. 2:5), saving faith (Lk.
7:50), and unfeigned faith (2 Tim. 1:5). John added the important
thought: “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith” (1 Jn. 5:4).

There can be no doubt, our personal faith in the Lord has much to
do with the life we live before God. Therefore, it is conclusive that this
is what Paul had under consideration. None can deny that a strong faith
wins battles, and we are in a battle for the eternal destiny of our own
soul.

In that day and time, there was the distinct possibility that the
opposing army one could face might have the capability of hurling
“fiery darts” at them. Barnes says:

The fiery darts that were used in war were small, slender pieces
of cane, which were filled with combustible materials, and set on
fire; or darts around which some combustible material was
wound, and which were set on fire, and then shot “slowly”
against a foe.16

The “fiery darts” with which we must contend today are not
physical in nature, but they are just as real, and just as destructive. The
enemy of all righteousness can only enter our life by marching down
the avenues of “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life” (1 Jn. 2:16). Certainly, he makes use of sub-divisions of
each of these. Because that is so, we must strive to know the trickery
and deceit Satan is capable of using in his efforts to bring about our
eternal destruction.

The Helmet Of Salvation

In his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul used the expression,
“for an helmet, the hope of salvation” (1 Thess. 5:8). I am convinced
that the same thought is found in our text. “Salvation” is a promise of
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something better in our future. We desire the thing promised and
believe that He Who has promised also has the ability to deliver. In
reality, hope can be defined as “desire plus expectation.”

It seems improbable to me the phrase, “the helmet of salvation,”
follows hard upon the words, “the shield of faith,” by coincidence.
There is a direct connection between the concept of faith and hope. In
fact, without faith there can be no hope. Paul explained that hope is the
desire for that which we do not possess when he wrote: “For we are
saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth,
why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do
we with patience wait for it” (Rom. 8:24-25). Yet, in order to desire
something, we must first hear of it, and second, we must believe in the
veracity of the desired thing. In other words, there must be sufficient
proof that the thing desired exists, and one must have the conviction
that the one who has promised the desired thing has the wherewithal to
bring it about. This produces hope.

As our faith deepens, our hope will also increase. In other words,
when we believe even more deeply in the things we previously
accepted, to that degree our hope will also become greater.

For example, let us consider the virgin birth of Christ. The result
of it was “God with us” (Mt. 1:23). John said it this way: “And the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (Jn. 1:14). When we take
into account that “the Word,” which became flesh, was in the begin-
ning, “the Word,” which became flesh, was with God, and “the Word,”
which became flesh, was God (Jn. 1:1), it is an impressive thought.
What was God’s purpose for this? The salvation of mankind! Jesus
said: “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was
lost” (Lk. 19:10). John, who is often called “the apostle of love,” wrote:
“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through him might be saved” (Jn. 3:17).

When we meditate upon the fact of God’s great love for fallen man,
which is evidenced by what He has done to offer salvation to mankind,
our faith grows stronger. Subsequently, our hope likewise becomes
greater.

We all realize that, regardless of the area of life which is under
consideration, when hope is removed from a person, all is lost. Any
existence without hope is as dark and dreary as it can be. A hopeless
people is a pathetic sight to see.
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Without the hope of salvation, all our efforts would be without
purpose. If there is no hope, why should we live “soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world” (Tit. 2:12)? What would be the
purpose of resisting the devil (Jas. 4:7)? If there is no hope, why not
just “eat, drink, and be merry” (Lk. 12:19)? Salvation, and all that
pertains to it, should be that which always stands before us—inspiring,
motivating, and galvanizing us to “lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that
is set before us” (Heb. 12:1). The great desire for something better, and
a reasonable expectation of receiving it, has the power to motivate a
person far beyond that which they might think possible.

The Sword Of The Spirit

In this beautiful picture painted by the apostle Paul, he comes to the
last figure drawn from the Roman soldier’s armament—the sword. Of
all the various items of armor alluded to in these verses, this—the
sword—is the only offensive weapon. Authorities agree that the Roman
soldier also carried a spear. The reason why Paul did not list a spear is
a matter about which we can only speculate.

However, there is one thing we do know. The sword is the only
offensive weapon needed in the spiritual battle which is waging on
every side. Paul argued:

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any
creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked
and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do (Heb.
4:12-13).

The basic thought expressed here is that the Word of God is all-
sufficient. Paul affirmed that the Scriptures are all-sufficient when he
declared that with them “the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:17). The word translated
“perfect” is not used here in reference to a sinless life. Rather, it
suggests that which is complete, lacking nothing, all-sufficient.
Everything God wants His people to be is revealed in His inspired
Word.

Peter wrote: “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever.
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Amen” (2 Pet. 3:18). One does this by honest study, and the applica-
tion, of those things revealed in God’s Word. If one is “poor in spirit”
(Mt. 5:3), that is, if his attitude is that of one who realizes he is the
creature standing before the Creator, and that he is one in need of
direction and guidance, he will have that growth Peter exhorts us to
have. When one who is truly humble in the presence of His God
approaches the task of living a life truly separated from the world, he
will produce the “fruit of the spirit” (Gal. 5:22).

THE CHANGE AGENTS

In the first part of the last century several troubles afflicted the New
Testament church. They were problems centered on various issues.
These included the number of drinking vessels to be used in the
communion, Bible classes, women teachers in Bible classes, eating in
the building, located preachers, and the ungodly doctrine of
Premillennialism. In the 1950s, there arose another problem dealing
with the work of the church in the area of benevolence. That contro-
versy spread to the “how” of supporting preachers in the mission field.

A negative, adverse response to this divineness had, at least in part,
a counterproductive impact on the Lord’s church which resulted in
another schism in the Lord’s body. Also, considering that existential-
ism, pragmatism, and the Hegelian Dialecticism were introduced into
our education system through the efforts of John Dewey and others in
the early part of the twentieth century, we see the foundation for
another “ism” within our ranks—“liberalism.”

It is not uncommon to hear the word “liberal” and/or any number
of its derivations used to describe politicians, educators, the judiciary,
and others. However, as it relates to the New Testament church, it must
be asked: “What is meant by the term ‘liberal’?” First, it must be noted
that a liberal giver, i.e., one who is liberal with his time and/or money
relative to the work of the church, is not here considered. Here, our
answer to the above question focuses on the term “liberal” as it is used
in reference to those who advocate an uninhibited freedom of thoughts
and/or actions beyond that which the Bible allows, and thus results in
doctrines and practices contrary to God’s will.

A basic philosophy of “change” has grown out of this liberalism.
Those advocating this view have correctly been dubbed as “Change
Agents.” In their mind, anything and everything which makes the
church of Christ what it is, must be changed. Every item once held as
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a fundamental of faith has now been placed in the liberals’ cross hairs
of “It must be changed.” Despite their repeated denials to the contrary,
the actions of the liberals prove they want change, and more often than
not, they want it just for the sake of change. The “Change Agents” are
not in agreement on every item which must be changed, but one thing
is certain, change there will be!

Those leading the charge in this unscriptural “Movement for
Change” are many, far too numerous to mention here. However, among
most infamous liberal “Change Agent” leaders, the names Rubel
Shelly, Max Lucado, Jeff Walling, Larry West, and Doug Foster
resonate with informed brethren. Other individuals who have demon-
strated their strong advocacy for illegitimate change include: Carroll D.
Osbourn, C. Leonard Allen, Bill Love, Randy Harris, F. LaGard Smith,
Joe Beam, Prentice Meador, Mike Armour, Marvin Phillips, Terry
Rush, Calvin Warpula, and Buddy Bell.

As noted, there is no consensus among the “Change Agents”
relative to what must be changed. However, in the view of most
“Change Agents,” changes are necessary because: 1) The church is too
negative, dogmatic, and exclusivistic, 2) The church does not know the
meaning of grace, 3) The church is legalistic, pharisaical, and judgmen-
tal, 4) The church must have a “New Hermeneutic,” 5) The church is
merely one among many denominations, 6) Where the Scriptures are
silent we may act and speak as we see fit, 7) A capella congregational
singing in worship is not obligatory, 8) A sinner does not need to know
the Scriptural purpose of baptism, 9) There are faithful saints scattered
among the denominations, 10) We should recognize denominational
members as brethren, thus we should fellowship the denominations, 11)
We mistreat women by forbidding them to occupy leadership roles, 12)
God*s marriage law has numerous exceptions and loopholes, 13) The
practice of giving “book, chapter, and verse” for what is preached and
practiced is passe, 14) Opposition to “social drinking” is a mistake, 15)
More emphasis on the “social nature,” rather than the “spiritual nature,”
of the work of the church is needed, 16) There is no such thing as an
“act” of worship, 17) Worship is solely a matter of “attitude,” 18) There
is no inspired instruction relative to when we are to observe the Lord’s
Supper, 19) God gives spiritual guidance to the individual through his
emotions, not just through the Word, 20) There needs to be much more
tolerance shown toward “theistic evolutionist,” and 21) Elders, except
for their example, have no authority whatsoever.



Tom Bright 183

Time and space forbids the naming of every person involved in
today’s liberal apostasy. As the changers change from day-to-day, it is
difficult to know exactly what the specifics of their agenda are at any
given moment. However, their basic philosophy (i.e., working to
change the Lord’s church) does not change.

Leaders among the “Change Agents,” as well as other liberal false
teachers, have platforms provided for them by many of “our” colleges
(such as Lubbock Christian University, Abilene Christian University,
Harding University, Pepperdine University, and David Lipscomb
University) and “our” schools of preaching (such as Sunset Interna-
tional Bible Institute).

Other platforms for the advancement of the “Change Agents’”
agenda include the Christian Chronicle and ACU Press. The Christian
Chronicle is owned and published by Oklahoma Christian University.
ACU Press is owned by Abilene Christian University and it primarily
publishes books advocating the “Change Agent” doctrine. It is
noteworthy that many of the books published by ACU Press have been
(and are) written by current ACU professors.

CONCLUSION

In order for God to use us in this generation, we must be willing to
make use of that which He has provided for His army. Paul wrote: “The
night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works
of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light” (Rom. 13:12). I am
the only one who can take up these weapons, this armor of light, for
myself. This is something that cannot be done by proxy. When I have
done as Paul instructs in Romans 13:12 and Ephesians 6:11-17, I will
be able to withstand the devil’s wiles in the evil day, and having done
that, I will be able to stand firm against the onslaught of the trials and
temptations he will use to turn aside the children of God.

Let us encourage each other to take up the “armour of light” in this
great war in which we find ourselves. Satan wants our hearts, our
minds, and our souls. With all the armor our Commander has provided,
we can stand and withstand.
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